
RESOLUTION NUMBER 150  

LAND REUTILIZATION AUTHORITY REQUIRED TO UPHOLD NEIGHBORHOOD STANDARDS 

 

WHEREAS, the City of St. Louis has 79 wonderful neighborhoods throughout its boundaries and should strive 

to make sure the neighborhoods receive fair and equal City Services; and 

 

WHEREAS, said City Services include, trash and refuse services, making sure home owners keep their 

property up to building code standards through building inspections, making sure owners keep the property that 

abut alleys clean, cutting grass on City owned property and private property where the owners have violated 

Ordinance Number 59860 and allowed the grass on their property to grow taller than 7 inches, the demolition of 

dangerous and unstable buildings, and the proper secure board up of vacant properties that may be effectively 

utilized in order to provide housing, new industry, and jobs for the citizens of St. Louis; and 

 

WHEREAS, currently in many of North St. Louis City Neighborhoods, property owners and residents who 

keep their property in good repair and up to building code standards, whose front and back yards are cut, 

trimmed and manicured, along with keeping their part of the alley clean and making sure the trash in front of 

their homes is picked up, are being left to feel depressed, deprived, disrespected, and dehumanized, by the 

failure of the City, SLDC, and the LRA Commissioners to properly and legally maintain the LRA owned 

properties and lots that are next to their homes and property; and 

 

WHEREAS, in 1971 under State Law, there was created an authority for the management, sale, transfer and 

other disposition of tax delinquent lands, in the City of St. Louis which is known as "The Land Reutilization 

Authority of the City of St. Louis, Missouri (LRA). LRA was created to foster the public purpose of returning 

land which is in a nonrevenue generating nontax producing status, to effective utilization in order to provide 

housing, new industry, and jobs for the citizen; and 

 

WHEREAS, there are three LRA Commissioners appointed by the Mayor, the Comptroller, and the Board of 

Education, whom shall have power, and it shall be their duty, to manage, maintain, protect, rent, lease, repair, 

insure, alter, hold and return, assemble, sell, trade, acquire, exchange or otherwise dispose of any real estate, on 

terms and conditions as may be determined in the sole discretion of the commissioners. The land reutilization 

commissioners may assemble tracts or parcels of real estate for public parks or any other purposes and to such 

end may exchange or acquire parcels, and otherwise effectuate such purposes by agreement with any taxing 

authority; and 

 

WHEREAS, the great majority of the approximately 6,862 lots and 1,099 properties for a total of 7961 parcels 

owned by LRA are located in neighborhoods and communities in North St. Louis, from north of Page Blvd. to 

the south to the Riverfront to the north, and from the Riverfront to the east to the City limits to the west; and 

 

WHEREAS, through the last 41 years the property owned by LRA has become an overwhelming burden in 

which the City of St. Louis, SLDC and the LRA Commissioners have not been able to get a manageable proper 

handle on the safe board up of the vacant properties, the exterior maintenance of the properties, or the 

maintenance of the yards and abutting alley of the properties and lots owned by LRA; and 

 

WHEREAS, under the City Charter, the Building Division is responsible for the enforcement of the City 

building code, issuing building permits, conducting building inspections, demolishing vacant buildings, and 

enforcing zoning ordinances. and the Forestry and Parks Departments are responsible for cutting City Parks, 

cutting City owned property and private property where the owners have violated Ordinance Number 59860 and 

allowed the grass on their property to grow taller than 8 inches, and 

 

WHEREAS, with the addition of the more and more LRA owned properties from the 1970’s through 2022, the 

City agreed to provide board up services to the properties, and yard maintenance for the lots and properties and 

up until about 2003 did a fair job of providing those services; and 



 

WHEREAS, sometime between 2003-2013 during the Slay Mayoral Administration, the Administration 

decided to withdraw proper maintenance from the LRA owned property instituting a policy of only boarding up 

basement and 1st floor doors and windows, cutting grass on lots every 4 to 6 weeks, and cutting grass on 

properties ever 6-8 weeks. Even with these outrageous illegal maintenance policies set by the Slay 

administration, the grass gutting was often deferred for even longer periods of time sometimes only cutting 

grass three times, in a cutting season that ran from April through October or November. Thereby letting the 

grass grow well beyond the 7 inch limit imposed by City ordinance. The alleys abutting these properties were 

not cleaned or maintained at all. Even more outrageous as of today’s date there are LRA owned properties that 

have not had the back yards cut in 5-7 years and require a backhoe or some other heavy equipment to clean 

these back yards and alleys; and 

 

WHEREAS, the property owned by LRA are often not boarded and or painted on the second floor windows 

causing the vacant properties to make the front landscape of the block to look abandoned and neglected and to 

depreciate the value of the other properties in which they are located. Also the boards on the basement and first 

floor doors and windows are easily ripped off leaving the vacant building open to vagrants and criminal 

elements to enter. The illegal occupants of the property often use drugs or set the property afire making these 

vacant properties, that are often next to occupied properties, a danger to the surrounding residential 

communities and the people who live there; and 

 

WHEREAS, the residents living in North St. Louis have Community Standards that are being violated by LRA 

and they should not have to put up with the total failure by the City, SLDC and LRA Commissioners to 

properly maintain LRA owned property. This lack of maintenance and proper care is causing the values of the 

community property to be devalued, making it hard for residents to get and maintained property insurance at a 

reasonable price and unfairly exposing the residents to criminal activities next to their homes; and 

 

WHEREAS, the City Charter never envisioned that the Building Division and Forestry Department would be 

required to take on the maintenance of this overwhelming amount of LRA owned parcels and our City Board up 

Crew and Forestry Department are woefully under staffed and do not have enough of the proper equipment to 

handle the building and yard maintenance of these LRA owned properties; and 

 

WHEREAS, with the City receiving both Federal Funds and the Rams Settlement, now is the time for the City, 

SLDC, and the LRA to work out an agreement to separate the maintenance of the lots and parcels of LRA and 

contract them out to private companies and also to allow those property owners who live in their property to 

provide yard maintenance service to the LRA owned properties that abut their properties and allow the owner to 

be reimbursed by a fund set up for this purpose. 

 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT this Honorable Board request that The City, SLDC, LRA 

along with the sponsor of this resolution meet within the next two to three months to determine a policy or plan 

to implement private contractors and owner occupied residents who abut LRA owned properties be allowed to 

contract for the yard maintenance of LRA owned properties so that will be in place by the time the April 2023 

cutting season begins. 

 

BE IT FUTHER RESOLVED THAT this Honorable Board request that The City, SLDC, LRA along with the 

sponsor of this resolution meet within the next two to three months to determine a policy or plan to implement 

private contractors be allowed to contract for the proper board of up of LRA owned properties by private 

companies that can be returned to effective utilization in order to provide housing, new industry, and jobs for 

the citizen and to provide for a prompt assessment within 30-60 days of whether the property should be boarded 

and marked for rehabbing or if the property should be demolished. Lastly, if the property is determined that it 

needs demolishing that said property be demolished within year. 

 

 



 

Introduced this 1st day of December, 2022 by:  

The Honorable Sharon Tyus, Alderwoman, 1st Ward 

 
Adopted the 1st day of December, 2022 as attested by: 

  

 

_______________________    __________________________ 

Terry Kennedy     Megan Green 

Clerk, Board of Aldermen    President, Board of Aldermen 
 

 

 

 

 


